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Question: 
 
1) 
 

 “Tools shall be so designed that the protection against electric shock is not affected when screws 
intended for replacement from the outside during routine servicing are replaced by screws having a 
greater length.” 

 
What screw should  be used? Only the screws from equipment under test or any other possible screw? 
 
2)  
 

“Compliance is checked by inserting longer screws, without appreciable force, after which 
creepage distances and clearances between live parts and accessible metal parts shall not 
have been reduced below the values specified in 28.1” 

 
What force is to be applied? 
 
Decision: 
 
1) 
 
The screw originally used on the equipment and any other longer screw that can be found on the equipment 
is to be used. 
 
2) 
 
The force values in Table 9 shall be applied. 
 
Explanatory Notes:  
 
There is a proposal to clarify these requirements in the next edition of the standard. 
 

 


